
Hurricane Season, Flood Season, Wildfire Season, Tornado Season. Not to mention the things that can happen any day 
and at any time like fire, severe weather, accidents or criminal and terrorist acts. Everyone should have emergency plans 
that are reviewed and discussed with their families and friends. We also need to double check our emergency 
preparedness kits. The general rule is that we should have a minimum of three days (preferably five) of non-perishable 
food, water, and prescription drugs for all family members (including pets). And don’t forget to safeguard your valuables 
and place your important documents in a waterproof container with copies in a safe place. Planning ahead and being 
prepared is the best way to weather the storm (pardon the pun).   
Visit http://www.ready.gov for more information.  
 
Now that you have taken the necessary precautions for your family, what about your business? According to Florida’s 
State Emergency Response Team (SERT) almost 40% of small businesses never reopen after a disaster. Think about 
New Orleans and the Gulf Coast post-Katrina. Think about Superstorm Sandy whose full impact has yet to be 
determined. Don’t let your business become another sad statistic.  
 
Yes we all know about backing up data, but that’s not all there is. In the event of a disaster (not just hurricanes, consider 
fires, floods, and tornadoes) you need to have a business continuity plan, you need to know what to do. Your plan should 
address critical questions such as:  

 What is the minimum amount of space and equipment you need if your current location is not available to you? 
 Who are your critical employees? Do they have emergency family plans so they can work and not worry? 
 Do all of your employees know what to do in the event of a disaster? Do they know about and practice your plan? 
 Does your plan take into account all possible hazards and threats? 
 Have you tested your data backup AND restoration plan? 
 
A complete business continuity plan enables you to reopen your business, AND to reopen as quickly as possible after a 
disaster. This will help you restore your livelihood and that of your employees; and will also enable your community to 
recover faster. The whole community benefits! Think about how Publix has helped all Floridians by equipping their stores 
with generators so we no longer need to worry about our food supply. You can do it too.  
 
ntb group’s business continuity team professionals are FEMA and State certified, have experience with all industry  
standards, extensive expertise with HIPAA requirements, extensive technology certifications and 
more.  
 

Find out how to sleep better at night, call (772) 538-1921 

Or visit us at http://www.ntb-group.com 

Real Solutions for Real Life 

ntb group LLC is a woman-owned small business located in Vero Beach, FL, offering disaster management 
consulting and training services, technology services, and website hosting. 

ntb proudly supports 

40% of small businesses impacted by a  
disaster never reopen.  

Don’t be a statistic! 


